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Photograph by Bruce Smart, courtesy of the Australian Wooden Boat Festival.

Welcome to our first ever newsletter for the Maritime Heritage Organisations of
Tasmania. The Maritime Heritage Organisations of Tasmania preserve our heritage
vessels, special places and maritime collections – they are the locals you’ll meet at
our lighthouses and regional maritime museums, running festivals and regattas and
boat sheds. Here our contributors aim to give you the latest news of ‘what’s on’ in
their organisations.
The newsletter will be brought out once every two months. It is driven entirely by
member contributions – if there is something you’d like to see, or a story you think
should be told, please contact the Maritime Heritage Coordinator on 6234 1427.
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Living Boat Trust

‘Nancy’ on the Huon River, courtesy of the Living Boat Trust

Apart from throwing down the gauntlet to the Kiwis for the 2015 St Ayles Skiff race,
Richard Foster, secretary of the Living Boat Trust writes: ‘One of the most exciting
things happening at the Living Boat Trust has been the arrival of 1917 motor launch
‘Nancy’’. ‘Nancy’ was restored by her previous owner Martin Krynen and brought
down from Queensland to Tasmania in an epic journey. Her story has just been told
in the ABC news here: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-05-20/nancy-returnshome/5466138?section=tas
Low Head Pilot Station Museum
Des Wootton (Committee member)
The Low Head Pilot Station Maritime Museum currently has on display in their
Exhibition Room "The History of Surfing in Tasmania".
A small committee is at present preparing for the next exhibition which will be titled
"The Hebe Reef" and will be available for viewing in early July. Hebe Reef is a
strategically located reef which has proved over the years to be a major shipping
hazard at the entrance to the Tamar River.
The display will include information and objects associated with the history of
navigation at the entrance. Information such as the early surveyors of the river,
leading lights, lighthouse, foghorn and early navigation maps, navigation lights and
various instruments.
A feature will be the actual navigation lantern recently replaced on Hebe Reef.
Following the Hebe Reef exhibition being installed our efforts will be directed to an
additional room featuring Shipwrights and Ship Building.
The Museum has enjoyed increased visitor numbers over the tourist season and
now that winter is upon us visitors can still enjoy the displays in heated rooms.
Opening hours are the same year round: Daily 10am until 4pm and tour groups are
very welcome. With arrangement tour groups receive a guided tour.
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St Helens History Room

St Helens History Room Curator Kym Matthews and volunteers at the Museums Australia conference
dinner. Courtesy of St Helens History Room.

At the recent Museums Australia conference in Launceston, St Helens History Room
curator Kym Matthews addressed a national audience on how her museum worked
in collaboration with a number of business organisations, local government and
consultants to create a recent short film and hologram ‘The Chinese Experience’ as
part of the Trail of the Tin Dragon in the North East.
‘I was asked to present a session for the Remote and Regional Museum Day as part
of the recent Museums Australia 2014 Conference in May and hosted by the city of
Launceston. Despite my initial trepidations, I did say yes to the organising
committee for the following reasons:
 The conference was on 'home' turf and a regional city, not a state capital to
boot, so I was in familiar territory and wanted to support the organising
committee in making the conference a success.
 I wanted the opportunity to promote our local museum to those attending the
conference.
 I wanted to convey our findings as they related to a collaborative project
installed at our museum. This was one of the main themes of the conference
So, if one is requested to speak at a museums conference, don't be shy, share your
experiences and enjoy the opportunity to promote your organisation amongst your
colleagues. There could be real positives out there in the form of contacts and spin
offs that can benefit your museum and contribute to your network.’
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Wooden Boat Guild

Photograph by Peter Higgs

As well as a change in meeting venue to the Bellerive Regatta Pavilion and sailing
heritage yacht Terra Linna to a variety of events, including the Cygnet Regatta, the
Wooden Boat Guild now have their own boat yard in Prince of Wales Bay. President
Brian Marriott writes:
‘Our boatyard at Prince of Wales Bay has truly become that! At last count there were
five boats outside the shed (aka container) and one more (not wooden) inside. It will
become a great spot to meet and to work on our various projects. Do come along
and check it out. We’re proposing to have an “open shed” day once a month (more if
demand requires) when members can get together to work, share skills and
socialise. These will also be opportunities to get on the water, as Terra Linna’s berth
is close at hand. Special thanks for this go to Peter Higgs for finding and negotiating
the access to the area and to Noel Richardson and D&R Properties for their
generous provision of the space. Thanks are also due to Tony Lee for keeping a
protective eye (and more) on both the yard and Terra Linna from across the bay.

Bass Strait Maritime Centre
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A new exhibition for the Bass Strait Maritime Centre…

Manager Margaret Griggs writes: ‘Well it is twelve months since the opening of the
Bass Strait Maritime Centre and what a journey it has been! New name, new
branding, contemporary interpretation and exhibitions, new systems, procedures, a
more varied range of visitors, increased visitor numbers, expanded range of
merchandise, increased collection management tasks and research inquiries,
program development, school holiday activities, café operations and the first full
season of operations for the “Julie Burgess” … all contributing to the huge learning
curve for volunteers, staff and management alike.’
To celebrate Heritage Month theme ‘Journeys’ and their birthday, the Bass Strait
Maritime Centre have launched a new exhibition ‘The Longest Walk: the adventures
of John Johnstone’. In 1938 John Johnstone made history by walking 43 kilometres
along the bed of Bass Strait to find the fault in a telephone cable. The exhibition
opened on the 11th May and features heritage artefacts and original paintings telling
his story.

Australian Wooden Boat Festival
Paul Cullen, Manager

Photograph by Bruce Smart, courtesy of the Australian Wooden Boat Festival.
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An Early Start to Festival Planning
Organisers are already hard at work planning the next MyState Australian Wooden
Boat Festival, the largest wooden boat festival in Australia. The Festival will run from
6-9 February 2015 and the program is shaping up to be very exciting.
Maritime historian and restorer Tom Jackson, journalist and circumnavigator Kaci
Cronkhite, boat builder Taylor Allen and designer Meade Gougeon will all appear at
the Wooden Boat Symposium, an international gathering of top-flight experts
presenting at the event. Historic vessels including the recently returned flying boat
tender Nancy will feature at the Festival, as will heritage ships Julie Burgess, Yukon,
Rhona H, Windeward Bound, HMS Bark Endeavour, Lady Nelson and Olive May.
Applications for berths opened six weeks ago and more than 180 have been
received already. The event saw 200,000 visitors on the Hobart waterfront over four
days in 2013.

Maritime Museum of Tasmania
Elizabeth Adkins, Maritime Heritage Coordinator

Exploring the hold of ‘May Queen’ in school holiday program ‘Deckhand for a Day’.
Photograph by Elizabeth Adkins.

The Maritime Museum have had a busy few months, with two Autumn school holiday
programs ‘Deckhand for a Day’ and a reprise of our popular ‘Art Class’ and taking
bookings for our travelling exhibitions ‘Fishing in Tasmania: the first 100 years’ and
‘Home-made: surfing in Tasmania’.
The Maritime Museum will soon be launching a brand new exhibition ‘From over the
seas: stories of Tasmanian migrants’ in mid-June. Rona Hollingsworth, the exhibition
curator describes it as ‘An exhibition about migrants from early settlement to the
present: convicts, free settlers, bounty emigrants, refugees and adventurers… why
they left their homelands and how they fared.’
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Immigrants leaving the UK, reproduced from the Australasian Sketcher, c. 1870s.

Stanley Discovery Museum

Vale Cecil Claude ‘Dodger’ Long, 1922-2014. Reproduced courtesy of the Long family.

President Marion Berry writes: ‘The volunteers are very busy at the Stanley
Discovery Museum - mainly helping a terrific researcher from Burnie who is
compiling information on the Owners and Occupiers of the Allotments in Stanley
1843 -1943. It is all very interesting and, of course, time consuming. We also
were involved to a small degree (and our member Sue Smedley to a high
degree) in the Stanley Primary School Centenary celebrations on the 26th April.
That was a great success - the only "complaint" being that it should have lasted all
weekend!’
The Discovery Museum would also like to acknowledge the passing of Cecil ‘Dodger’
Long, aged 91 and ½, who was a local legend, fisherman, former director of Stanley
Fish and tireless volunteer at the Museum and the RSL:
‘Cecil Claude "Dodger" Long was born in Wynyard in 1922 and passed away in
Stanley May 29 2014. He had a very full and interesting life. After serving as a
young man in the RAAF in the 2nd World War and attaining the rank of flying officer
he decided, in 1946, to go fishing for a living. In 1948 he sailed in to Stanley in his
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fishing boat, ‘Flinders’, to shelter from the wind. As Dodger liked to relate, "...the
wind never abated so I'm still here!"’
He became a true local identity and contributed a lot to the whole community. In his
eighties he became a volunteer at the Stanley Discovery Museum and served for 6
years until he took on more duties with the Circular Head RSL when the need arose.
He was a charming and generous man who made many friends. He and his wife,
Pearl nee Dennison raised their three children in Stanley. Dodger's quick wit and
natural friendliness endeared him to all and he will be long remembered in Stanley.’
More on ‘Dodger’s’ life story (and the story of the fishing industry in the North West)
can be found in Gary Kerr’s dvd ‘Trading out of Stanley’, and an interview by Rick
Eaves for ABC Northern Tasmania:
http://www.abc.net.au/local/photos/2013/07/25/3810888.htm

‘Coast Australia’ – MHOoT members play a starring role
Elizabeth Adkins, Maritime Heritage Coordinator
Over two years ago now, the producer of the proposed ‘Coast Australia’ series 1
approached a number of our organisations looking for stories of the coastline
between Wineglass Bay and Bruny Island. Over the summer of 2013 Ros Barnett
from the Living Boat Trust, Mike Nash from Parks & Wildlife Services Tasmania,
Maureen Martin-Ferris from Glamorgan Springbay Museum and Carol Jackson from
the Friends of Tasman Island all hosted members of the ‘Coast Australia’ team and
presented stories from their region – and having just seen the finished product, I just
wanted to say that you did us all proud.
The series was so popular that the producers have been looking for stories for series
two in Northern Tasmania – so stay tuned! For a taster of the episode in Tasmania,
you can look here: http://coastaustralia.historychannel.com.au/episodes/tasmania/
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Oral Histories
Elizabeth Adkins, Maritime Heritage Coordinator
___________________________________________________________________
The story above of Cecil ‘Dodger’ Long is timely in a way – while his story had been
told in a number of places, we all have men and women like him in our local
communities who have so much knowledge and so many memories to share. While
preserving a photograph or a builder’s model isn’t too hard once you learn how, how
do we go about preserving what museum professionals call ‘intangible cultural
heritage’: stories, knowledge about trades like shipbuilding or fishing, or even folklore
about the weather?
One way we can capture this information is through recording oral histories. Digital
recorders are becoming cheaper and more readily available, and the Tasmanian
branch of the Oral History Association of Australia also hires out equipment and
offers workshops and advice on how to get started. Jill Cassidy, president of the
Tasmanian branch of the Oral History Association advises that she will hold the next
workshop on oral histories in May 2015. In the mean-time, you can also purchase
The Oral History Handbook from Jill or sign up to become a member of the
Association. Jill has kindly sent me some further information and a membership form
which I have included at the back of this newsletter.
Looking for further inspiration about what’s possible? Julian Harrington from the
Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council has recently completed the first stage of an
oral history project on Tasmanian fishermen. Julian has generously agreed to speak
with us about his work at our next MHOoT meeting. A sample of his work can be
found here: http://www.tsic.org.au/index.php?target=project3
Want to take it a little further and use your histories in exhibitions or online? You may
have also heard of ABC Open, who teach community groups to use oral history,
photographs and local heritage in their projects. Leandro Palacio in Northern
Tasmanian and Troy Melville in Southern Tasmania regularly hold free workshops
where you can learn to conduct interviews or even make a short film. To browse
through some of their recent projects or make contact with Leandro or Troy, look
here: https://open.abc.net.au/openregions
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ORAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA (TAS BRANCH) INC.
c/ Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery
PO Box 403 Launceston Tas 7250
Telephone (03) 6394 7677 or 6323 3777
Fax (03) 6323 3783
Email: mandjcassidy@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP ENTITLEMENTS
Membership of the Tasmanian Branch of the Oral History Association of Australia entitles
you to:


Advance notice of workshops, meetings and conferences



Discounts on the Oral History Handbook, other publications of the Association, and all
Association functions



Three issues a year of the branch newsletter, Real to Reel



A copy of the annual national Journal



Borrowing rights for past Journals



Hire of a Fostex digital recorder, complete with lapel microphones, set of instructions and
USB cord for downloading to your Mac or PC running Windows from XP onwards
Cost of hire: $30 a week, plus transport costs
Plus you will need to sign an indemnity form for $250 ($500 for
institutions) for loss or damage to the Fostex

The equipment is available from Launceston, or delivery can be organised. To make a
booking, contact Jill Cassidy on 6394 7677 or 0418 178 098.
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THE ORAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
(TASMANIAN BRANCH) INC.
ABN: 19264 496 176
Not registered for the GST

MEMBERSHIP JULY 2014 – JUNE 2015
Name_______________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________
Postcode____________Phone__________________Mobile_________________________
Email ____________________________________________________________________
Institution____________________________ Occupation____________________________
(Please tick) I am happy to receive the newsletter Real to Reel electronically [ ]Yes [ ] No
Individual $40.00
Household $55.00
Student/Unemployed/Pensioner $30.00

Institution $65.00

I enclose or have transferred $_________ for category_____________________membership
Cheque or money order: made payable to: "OHAA (Tas) Inc.” and sent with completed form to: The
Treasurer, OHAA (Tas) Inc, Queen Victoria Museum & Art Gallery, PO Box 403, Launceston Tas 7250.
Electronic transfer: to Commonwealth Bank of Australia, St John St, Launceston, Tas
BSB: 067 003. Account number: 2803 2783
Payment to “OHAA Tas Inc”
Please ensure you provide your name as a reference.
Date sent:________________
After making electronic payment, email membership form to mandjcassidy@gmail.com or post to above
address.
Membership of OHAA (Tas) Inc gives you three issues of Real to Reel annually and a copy of the National
Journal; discounts on all events and publications; and the right to hire high quality digital recording equipment.
Office use only
Payment method_____________________ Receipt No _____________ Date ___________
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